A   GENERAL'S   GHOST

not come back till tea-time. So I was sure of being undisturbed unless
anything urgent happened. But almost every day I heard heavy footsteps
coming up the steep and creaky stairs. At first thinking it was a boy I
used to call "Zaidi, Zaidi." But there was no answer and as I was sure
there had been someone there I ran out to see. There was no one. So I
got used to it, and sometimes I heard from my bed a deep sigh when the
footsteps had reached the top of the stairs.

I had no sooner told this than Spurrier said: "Why, that's the old general.
He always used to sigh like that when he got to the top of those stairs."
My house had a certain historic interest for it had belonged to General Sir
Lloyd William Mathews, who lived for long, and died, in Zanzibar. He
was Prime Minister first of Seiyid Barghash and then of subsequent Sultans,
and no European has given more to the country or been more loved by its
peoples. His was a gentle ghost and never alarmed me.

It took me a long time to know my way thoroughly about the maze of
the old Arab town without getting lost. The city is divided into a number
of quarters. Shangani was that particularly favoured by Europeans, -
while Malindi, the most tumbledown, was favoured by ShiMris and
Mangas. Most of the more important Arabs lived in Baghani and
Kajificheni, and there were others where the Bohoras, Memons and Banians
congregated.

Most of the .charm of Zanzibar was due to the haphazard way in which
it had grown up. Comparing Zanzibar and Dar es Salaam I used to tHmk
at one time how much, wiser the Arab town planners had been than the
Germans, for the shady narrow lanes between the high white-washed coral
houses, with their thick walls, meant that the inhabitants walked abroad
and lived in far greater comfort than those who used the wide sunlit streets
and mosquito-wired thin-walled bungalows of one storey. But I realized
later that the town planner had had nothing to do with Zanzibar. Indeed,
if it had not been for an ancient law which made every man set up his
scaffolding poles on his own land there would not have been any streets
at all! 'Zanzibar was never planned: like Topsy, it just "growed,"

No people except Arabs could ever have built it. It is equally true that
only Londoners could have built London. Towns reflect much of the
mentality of the people who build them. Londo% in its individuality aad
its compromise, is rather like an Arab town and that perhaps is why English'
and Arabs usually get on so well together, A town planner had far better
keep his town planning to his own country. He only makes a mess of
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